
 
 
 
Greetings from the Union Community School District!  Please find below the September 2025 stakeholder 
communication.  
 
Enrollment 
This time of year I get a lot of questions about student enrollment. The “official” count date is October 1st  
so we don’t know, for sure, at this time.  
 
Bond Issue 
On November 4, 2025, voters in the Union CSD will decide on a bond referendum for the district. The total value of 
the bond is 18.5 million dollars to make safety and security improvements at all buildings,  improve the existing 
mechanical and fire alarm systems at the existing Elementary buildings; to remodel, repair, improve, furnish and 
equip portions of the existing High School and Middle School buildings; and construct, furnish and equip an 
addition at the High School as well as a bus barn. Specifically, the funds would go toward: 

●​ Safety/security upgrades in all buildings. 
●​ Upgrading the mechanical system at DG Elementary and LPC Elementary and adding an 

up-to-date fire alarm system at DG. 
●​ Improving and replacing the roof at UMS,along with renovating the public restrooms and 

installing air conditioning in the gymnasium. 
●​ Replacing the parking lots, fire alarms, and portions of the roof at UHS.  
●​ Installing an up-to-date HVAC system at UHS. 
●​ Modernizing the high school science and family consumer science rooms at UHS. 
●​ Updating existing locker room spaces at UHS. 
●​ Transforming the UHS cafeteria and kitchen into a contemporary student center. 
●​ Remodeling the existing UHS library into a new commons area with a kitchen, public restrooms, 

and concessions.  
●​ Constructing a bus barn at LPC Elementary as well as a new wrestling room at UHS.  

For additional information, including pictures, plans, statistics, tax impact and Q-A please see the bond issue 
website at uknighted4u.org 

Community Forums 
In terms of the bond issue, the district will be hosting 2 community forums– one in Dysart and one in La Porte City. 
These one- hour meetings are designed for stakeholders to learn more about the projects and get questions answered 
by district representatives or bond committee members. Please see below for dates, sites and times. 
 
​ Wednesday, September 24th- UMS Auditorium- 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
​ Wednesday, October 8th- UHS Auditorium–  6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Evacuation Drill 
Each school building in the district is scheduled to have an Evacuation (Off Campus) Drill on Friday, September 
26th. If you remember from last year’s communication, an Evacuation (Off Campus) Drill is one where 
students, if possible, walk with their teachers and other staff to a designated relocation site in case of an 
emergency situation.  Each building has two possible sites, but for the drill, we will use the primary one. 
At the site, the teachers will take roll, communicate with administration, and once every student is there 
and accounted for, the students, teachers and other staff will return to the building.  

https://www.uknighted4u.org


 
 
Director Snow Visit 
On Thursday, September 4, 2025, Iowa Department of Education Director, Mackenzie Snow, and her 
team visited DG Elementary to view what our elementary staff has been working on in terms of 
professional development, LETRs, in action. LETRs is the science of reading, and our entire elementary 
staff has been engaged in this work for at least one year, and some have been for multiple years. Director 
Snow had heard about the tremendous progress the elementaries have been making in literacy, and it was 
our pleasure to “show off” our accomplishments. Thanks to the entire team at DG who made the visit a 
successful one.  
 
No School Reminder 
There will be no school on the following dates for students: 
 

●​ Monday, September 15th 
●​ Friday, October 10th 
●​ Monday, October 20th 
●​ Monday, November 17th 

 
Academic Success 
Many of our high school spring and summer sports’ teams were recognized by the IAHSAA and IGHSAU for 
outstanding GPAs for the second semester of 2024-2025. 
 

●​ Girls Track- 3.83  Distinguished 
●​ Girls Tennis- 3.72 Distinguished 
●​ Girls Golf- 3.17 Excellence 
●​ Girls Soccer- 3.65 Distinguished 
●​ Boys Track- 3.28 Distinguished 
●​ Boys Tennis- 3.50 Distinguished 
●​ Boys Golf- 3.14 Excellence 
●​ Softball– 3.96 Distinguished 
●​ Baseball- 3.32 Distinguished 

 
Congratulations to the student athletes, coaches, and parents/guardians for these tremendous academic 
achievements.  
 
Fall Activities 
We have had an excellent start to the fall seasons. I am so proud of our students, coaches and sponsors. I want to 
wish all our fall activities continued good luck. If you are able to do so, please get out and support all Union 
activities.  
 
 
Thank you, as usual, for your support of the Union Community School District! Go Knights! 
 
 
John Howard, Superintendent 
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