
 
 

Greetings from the Union Community School District! Please find below the stakeholder communication 
for May 2026. 
 
Thank You/Congratulations 

●​ Thank you to all the individuals/groups who came and spoke at our elementary career days. It was 
great to see so many businesses/organizations represented.  

●​ Thank you to all the individuals, groups, organizations, colleges/universities who acknowledged 
our seniors with scholarships on May 6th.  

●​ Thank you to the seniors who participated in Silver Cord. These individuals accumulated 4,069 
volunteer hours during their high school careers. We have 13 different seniors who volunteered 
more than 200 hours.  

●​ Thank you to all the school personnel in the district and business leaders in the area who oversaw 
a work experience student this semester. It is great to see our students get “real world experience” 
during the school day.  

●​ Thank you to the school board members for their unwavering commitment to our district, as we 
celebrate National School Board Recognition Month. 

●​ Thank you to all the staff, students, parents/guardians and others who made Commencement 2026 
an outstanding event.  

●​ Congratulations to the 42 seniors who earned scholarships totalling more than $82,000 from local 
and regional donors.  

●​ Congratulations to the Class of 2026!  
 
Leaving Teachers 
As the superintendent, I wanted to take the opportunity to publicly recognize the following teachers who 
have left since the start of the school year or who are leaving the Union at the end of this school year.  

●​ Julie Carty- DG 4th Grade 
●​ Kelsey Hogan- LPC 5th Grade 
●​ Andi Slack- UMS Special Education 
●​ Kayla Stoychoff- UMS Art 
●​ Ryan Moody- UMS Social Studies  

 
New Teachers 
As we look forward to the 2026-2027 school year, I want to introduce the new teachers to the district.  

●​ Kali Bengston- UMS Art 
●​ Amalie Gassman- UMS Special Education (started last semester)  
●​ Crystal Locke- UMS/UHS Math 
●​ Brody Rowedder- UMS Social Studies 
●​ Logan Thomsen- UMS Special Education 

 
 
 



 

 
Summer Newsletter 
The district summer newsletter was sent to staff, parents/guardians and posted on the website. There are 
also copies of the newsletter at area businesses in both Dysart and La Porte City. Take a look! Lots of 
great information.  
 
Facility Improvements 
This summer everyone should see the beginning of our facility improvements district-wide. DG 
Elementary is scheduled to get a new fire alarm system this June, and UHS should have new north and 
south parking lots by the time school starts in August. Other projects that are listed on our website, 
through the use of borrowing off of the SAVE funds instead of increasing property taxes through a bond, 
are pending.  
 
Important Dates 
May 29th- Last Day of School- 11:00 a.m. dismissal 
June 3rd- Last Day of School for Staff 
 
I hope everyone has a great summer! We will see everyone back in the fall for the 2026-2027 
school year. Go Knights!  
 
John Howard, Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 

 


