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“Education to Meet Tomorrow’s Challenges”

Greetings from the Union Community School District! Please find below the stakeholder communication
for May 2025..

Leaving Teachers
As the superintendent, I wanted to take the opportunity to publicly recognize the following
teachers who are leaving the Union CSD:

Jennifer Bistline- Elementary Music
Mike Bistline- HS Band
Kathy Weivoda- HS Math/Science

These teachers made a tremendous impact on the students, staff, parents and our communities
during their time in our district. I can’t thank them enough for their years of commitment,
enthusiasm, and professionalism. They will be missed!

New Teachers
Unlike last year, at least at this point, we don’t have too many new teachers starting in the fall. Here is the
current list:

e Madison McKenna- UHS Science
e Levi Temple- UHS Band
e Denali Jacobson- Elementary Music

We look forward to working with these new teachers. I want to personally thank them for choosing to
begin or continuing their careers as Knights!

Academic Decathlon

Congratulations to Union High School’s Academic Decathlon team on their Division IV, 4th Place finish
at the National Academic Decathlon Competition in Des Moines!! Per Ms. Michael, the team’s sponsor,

“The team represented our small, rural, school district well, going up against schools 8 times their size.”

T. Ambrose 3rd in Essay

C. Craft 3rd in Music

I. Grimm Ist Place Overall ($1000 scholarship)
Highest Scoring Team Member ($250.00)
Ist in Social Science
Ist in Economics
Ist in Literature
2nd in Music

2nd in Speech, 3rd Science



D. Huisman  Most Valuable Team Member ($250.00)

3rd in Art

H. Toenges Ist in Music

S. Wood 2nd in Social Science
2nd in Music

3rd in Literature

SIAC

Our School Improvement Advisory Committee (SIAC) recently had its spring meeting. SIAC is
composed of administration, teachers, parents and other staff members. Each grade level area—
elementary, middle school and high school- has made excellent progress on their goals.

ISASP Testing

All Union Community School District 3rd-11th grade students recently completed ISASP tests in
reading, math, and language/writing, and students in 5th, 8th and 10th also took science. While we won’t
have official scores for a while, the preliminary results look even better than last year, which were the
previous best scores in district history!. Thank you to these students, our staff and our parents/guardians
for this success.

Clothes Bins

With some of you possibly/probably doing some spring cleaning, don’t forget about the green Clothes
Bins outside of DG and LPC Elementary. To date, our communities have donated over 6 tons of items.
That is outstanding. Remember, the more clothing, footwear, handbags, linens, etc. that are donated the
more the district earns.

Thank You
I wanted to extend my sincerest thanks to the following individuals (and their companies/organizations)
for being presenters at K-12 Career Day at DG Elementary:

Stan Ambrose

Jenny Dumas

Jacob Golstine
Derek Neegaard
Allen Purdy

Tiffany Reedy-Klima
Ashlee Rodriguez
Dana Ruehle

AlJ Sinclair

John Stoakes

Bus Drivers

Bus drivers, as you well know, get our kids to and from school as well as to many activities and
are vital to the success of our district. The Union CSD is in tremendous need of bus drivers— both
activities and routes— for this upcoming year. If someone you know has questions or is interested,
please have them contact Shawn Fisher, Director of Transportation, at s_fisher@union.k12.ia.us.


mailto:s_fisher@union.k12.ia.us

Important Dates
June 4- Last Day of School- 11:00 a.m. dismissal

I hope everyone has a great summer! We will see everyone back in the fall for the 2025-2026
school year. Go Knights!

John Howard, Superintendent



