
 
 
Greetings from the Union Community School District. Please find below the stakeholder communication 
for March 2026. 
 
Congratulations and Good Luck 

●​ Congratulations to the boys’ basketball team and coaches for qualifying for the IAHSAA State 
Basketball Tournament in back-to-back years. What a great season! 

●​ Congratulations to the cast and crew of the spring musical– Honk.  
●​ Congratulations to all our UHS band ensembles on an excellent season so far.  
●​ Congratulations to our Academic Decathlon students for winning the state competition and 

advancing to Nationals in Los Angeles later this school year.  
●​ Congratulations to all our FFA students who did well at district competition, especially B. Brown, 

Ag Broadcasting, J. Hanson, Job Interview, and K. Even for advancing to state or being an 
alternate. 

●​ Good Luck to all the spring activities and thank you to all the coaches and sponsors.  
 
Facility Improvements 
Last month, I wrote a quick note about the district using SAVE borrowing to address facility issues. The 
board approved project list, from the February 2026 meeting, has something to change/update at each 
school building. Students, staff and community members may see some of these improvements over the 
summer. However, many of the major projects have to be publicly bid/quoted, based on design 
specifications, so that work won’t start until summer/fall of 2027. Keep in mind that SAVE borrowing 
does not impact any property taxes.  
 
Calendar Update– Winter Weather 
Last month, I also mentioned making up student hours for this calendar year. If we miss any more school, 
this year (late start, early out, no school) we will implement the following (in this order):  June 1, June 2, 
June 3, June 4 or June 5.  
 
ISASP Testing 
During the weeks of April 20th and April 27th, we have our annual ISASP testing for certain 
grade levels. Students in grades 3rd-11th will take the updated ISASP in reading, math and 
language/writing. Students in 5th, 8th and 10th will also take the science assessment. These 
online assessments, developed by Iowa Testing Programs at the University of Iowa and 
supported by Pearson, are aligned with the Iowa Core Standards and will report student growth, 
proficiency, and readiness indicators. Our students did a phenomenal job on ISASP testing last 
year. This year, our goal is for the students to meet, or even exceed the excellent results from last 
year. I have no doubt they can do it!  
  
 



 

Spring Newsletter 
This month the district began a quarterly newsletter. These may be mailed in the future, but this edition 
has copies at area businesses in both La Porte City and Dysart as well as copies at all the schools and the 
district office. This is simply another method to communicate the great  things happening in our district!  
 
Future No School/Early Out Days 
April 3- Good Friday- No School 
April 20- Professional Development- No School 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our district. Go Knights! 
 
John Howard, Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 

 


