
 
 

Greetings from the Union Community School District! Please find below the stakeholder communication 
for June 2026. 
 
Class of 2026 
Congratulations and thank you to the Class of 2026! In my graduation speech, I had four pieces of advice 
for them: embrace uncertainty and pursue your dreams, accept change, treat others well, and always 
remember where you came from and recognize those who help you along the way. I am sure they will all 
do these things and make a tremendous difference in the world!  
 
Financial Report- FY25 
I am pleased to share some outstanding news regarding the district’s FY25 financial indicators according 
to the report from the Iowa Association of School Boards.  

●​ For the 10th consecutive fiscal year, the district’s general fund revenues exceeded expenditures. 
●​ Best unspent authorized budget ratio in district history.  
●​ Best solvency ratio in district history.  
●​ Solvency ratio exceeded the state average for the first time in more than 20 years.  
●​ Property tax rate (district portion) is the lowest since 2004.  
●​ Budget authority is strong.  
●​ The district kept a A bond rating, which is allowing the district to borrow from SAVE for facility 

improvements.  
These irrefutable results reflect the fact that our board, staff, and community have worked together to 
prioritize sound financial decision-making and stability while continuing to provide a high-quality 
education for students.  
 
Spring Activities 
We had another outstanding spring in terms of our high school activities. From Academic Decathlon to 
track and field and from golf and  tennis and soccer, and virtually every other activity in between, our 
students and staff did a wonderful job.  
 
Facility Projects 
The district has begun replacing the north and south parking lots at UHS as well as replacing concrete 
stoops at LPC. Those projects, all funded through SAVE borrowing, should be completed by mid-July. 
The district also will be resurfacing the LPC playground area in early August, with funds (again) through 
SAVE borrowing. Both the parking lot/stoop work project and the playground resurfacing costs were way 
under what was budgeted/expected….which is always good.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our district. Have a great summer! Go Knights! 
 
John Howard, Superintendent 


