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“Education to Meet Tomorrow’s Challenges”

Greetings from the Union Community School District. I hope everyone enjoyed the month of January and
is enjoying February. Please find below the stakeholder communication for February 2025.

Little Knights I.earnin nter- L.a Porte City Cam

Little Knights Learning Center—La Porte City Campus opened on Tuesday, January 21st. The childcare
center includes four classrooms on the south side of LPC Elementary and serves children ages 2-12. Care
is available on weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., excluding major holidays. On behalf of the school
district, "I want to personally thank the Union CSD Board of Education, LPC Elementary staff, architects,
contractors, and especially the Little Knights Learning Center—LPC Campus Board and donors who are
making the Little Knights—LPC location a reality. This new venture will not only meet the growing need
for childcare in La Porte City, but also bring new families into the district. With this opening, Dysart and
La Porte City will become more attractive to families seeking quality childcare and an excellent district."
For more information, please contact Tesha Dietrick, Director, at 319-342-2221 or visit
https://www.littleknightslpc.org/.

FAST Scores

It is my pleasure to inform our stakeholders that our elementary students, in both Dysart and La Porte
City, scored extremely high on the Winter FAST assessment. In fact, their scores were the highest winter
scores in both literacy and math in several years. Literacy proficiency reached 77%, surpassing the Area
Education Agency average of 64% and the state average of 66%. Math proficiency hit 83%, exceeding the
AEA average of 71% and the state average of 70%. Overall, literacy proficiency jumped from 71% in the
fall to 77% in the winter, and represented the district’s best scores since 2019. Math proficiency increased
from 78% to 83%, and were the best scores since 2021. I am extremely proud of our students and staff!

Zeroeyes
The district entered into an agreement with Zeroeyes to install weapon detection (by both Al and human

verification). Even though this cost was a part of the bond referendum last fall, which we know did not
pass, the board decided to install Zeroeyes on 156 cameras district-wide this spring. We are the FIRST
Towa district east of I-35 to install this program and only one of a handful in the entire state. This is
simply another example of working to meet our #1 objective of keeping our students and staff safe.

Training

In coordination with our agreement with Zeroeyes, the administrative team is working with law
enforcement and emergency management personnel from both Black Hawk and Tama counties on active
shooter/intruder training for the staff. This training will focus on the staff response in/to this situation and
is tentatively scheduled in mid-August right before the 2025-2026 school year.

School Calendar 2025-2026

The Union Community School District Board of Education both held a public hearing and approved the
2025-2026 calendar at the February 2025 meeting. Please visit www.union.k12.ia.us and click on District
and then calendar for the approved version.
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Congratulations
e Congratulations to J. Worthen (a.k.a- Monster) for winning the 130 Ib Class 1A state

championship at the IGHSAU State Wrestling Meet. Monster finished the year undefeated and
pinned the top seed in the finals.

e (Congratulations to the boys’ basketball team for winning the NICL East Conference
Championship. This was the first for us in over 15 years.

e Congratulations to all the boys who qualified for, wrestled and/or placed at the TAHSAA State
Wrestling Meet. Look for results in next month’s newsletter.

e Congratulations to the following five students: B. Bohnsack, K. Carlson, A. Knoop, L. Lorenzen
and K. Uchiyama-Hansen. Each will be recognized at the upcoming NICL Academic Awards
Banquet. All have a 4.0 or higher GPA through seven semesters of high school!

Clothes Bin

Spring cleaning is coming up for many! Don’t forget to drop off your old, out-dated, ripped, torn clothing
as well as old footwear, handbags, hats, linens, sheets, shoes, towels, etc. to one of the Clothes Bin
receptacles located at LPC and DG Elementary.

No School/Early Out Days
February 26, 2025- No School (Parent-Teacher Conferences)
March 10-17, 2025- Spring Break and Professional Development

Thank you for your continued support of our district. Go Knights!

John Howard, Superintendent



