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Greetings from the Union Community School District! Please find below the stakeholder communication
for April 2026.

Congratulations

e Congratulations to our UHS Academic Decathlon team for earning an invitation to Nationals.
Nationals are in Los Angeles this year, so there is no “home court” advantage like last year when
Nationals were in Des Moines.

e Congratulations to all of our FFA students who will compete/did compete at the FFA State
Convention this month. They represent themselves, our chapter and the district well!
Congratulations to C. Spore and A. Dickerson on earning All-State Speech Honors.
Congratulations to C. Spore and E. Hora for earning All-State Band Honors.

Congratulations to our UMS Math Counts team for winning the regional competition. It marked
the first time in school history that Union won the competition.

e Congratulations to all our high school boys’ and girls’ basketball players who earned post-season
awards, whether academic or athletic.

e Congratulations to all our middle school and high school spring groups/teams for their
success so far this year.

e Congratulations to the Class of 2026!

Drop Out Data

The district recently received the state annual drop out data. I am extremely pleased and proud to say that
for the first time since the state of lowa began keeping track of this data in 1991-1992 that the Union
Community School District in 2024-2025 had 0 students drop out of school. What a testament to our
students, staff and families!

Facility Improvements
The Union CSD Board of Education continues to work with our dedicated construction and finance teams

to positively address our facility needs. You can find information related to these projects, including the
listing and tentative timeline by accessing our website—- www.union.k12.ia.us— and going to District
and SAVE Project Information. Keep in mind that SAVE borrowing does not impact any property taxes.

Taxes

This time of year there is always a discussion of and a proposal for the district’s portion of property taxes
for the next fiscal year. Though the district itself has very little influence on the total rates, I am pleased
to communicate that the district’s portion of the property tax rate is lower than last year. In fact, the
proposed FY27 school district portion of the rate is the lowest since 2004.




ISASP

The testing window for the lowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP) for students in
grades 3-11 is here. Last year, our students scored very well leading to our recognition as a district in the
Top 10% state-wide. I expect them to do just as well, if not better than last year. Please check out our
social media for additional information, including building testing schedules.

Capturing Kids’ Hearts
Union Middle School has, once again, been recognized as a National Showcase School by Capturing

Kids’ Hearts. This is back-to-back years that the staff and students have been celebrated with this
prestigious honor. I am extremely proud of the students, staff and parents/guardians at UMS!

Important Dates

May 6- Senior Awards’ Night

May 17- Commencement 2026

May 25- No School (Memorial Day)

May 29- Last Day of School- 11:00 a.m. dismissal for students
June 3- Last Day of School for Teachers

Thank you for your continued support of our district. Go Knights!

John Howard, Superintendent



