
 
 
 
Greetings from the Union Community School District!  Please find below the October 2025 stakeholder 
communication.  
 
Enrollment 
Though numbers are not official at this time, the district may see a slight increase in enrollment for the 2025-2026 
school year. This is great news and marks the first time since I have been the superintendent that we have not 
experienced a decline in enrollment.  
 
Academic Success 
Recently, the Iowa Department of Education released the Iowa School Performance Profiles for 
2024-2025. Once again, I am happy and proud of how our students scored, and I continue to be 
grateful for the guidance and support given to your students on a daily basis.The ratings for each building in the 
Union Community School District are as follows: 
 

●​ UHS-- High Performing 
●​ UMS- Commendable 
●​ DG Elementary- High Performing 
●​ LPC Elementary- Commendable 

 
❖​ For the first time since the 2020-2021 school year, every school earned a designation as 

              Commendable or higher. 
❖​ Union High School (UHS) received its highest designation since 2017-2018. In fact, UHS 

              scored the 3rd highest of any NICL Conference high school and was only 1 of 5 High 
              Performing districts in the NICL. 
❖​ Union Middle School attained its highest rating since 2020-2021 and was two points shy 

              of being designated High Performing. 
❖​ DG Elementary obtained their highest designation since 2020-2021. 
❖​ LPC Elementary, once again, did well with a Commendable rating as that building has been High 

Performing or Commendable since 2017-2018. 
 
More Academic Success 
In addition to the above general ratings, here are some specific areas of achievement from the Iowa School 
Performance Profile for our district. 
❖​ The average math proficiency rate for elementary students (both buildings) is 89%. That is nearly 

              20 points HIGHER than the state average. 
❖​ The average language arts proficiency rate for elementary students (both buildings) is 85%. That 

              is nearly 12 points HIGHER than the state average. 
❖​ All buildings EXCEEDED (state determined) expected student growth in math compared to last year. 
❖​ 3 out of 4 buildings EXCEEDED (state determined) expected student growth in language art 
❖​ The 8th grade science student proficiency rate EXCEEDED the state average by 21 points. 
❖​ Both four and five year graduation rates EXCEEDED the state average by nearly 5 points. 
❖​ Student absentee rates in all four buildings DECREASED in comparison to 2024. 
❖​ Post Secondary Readiness Index for College Credit INCREASED by 4 points over 2024. 
❖​ Post Secondary Work-Based Readiness Index INCREASED by nearly 48 points and was the 

              highest index in the history of the district. 



 
 
 
Bond Issue 
On November 4, 2025, voters in the Union CSD will decide on a bond referendum for the district. The total value of 
the general obligation bond for taxpayers in the district is 18.5 million dollars, which is 2.0 million dollars less than 
the one in 2024. In addition, this year’s bond has multiple projects that were based on the results of the stakeholder 
survey last spring, especially the bus barn and greenhouse. The overall goals of the bond are: 

●​ Modernizing outdated infrastructure and systems 
●​ Improving safety and security 
●​ Reconfiguring spaces to support current educational and program needs 
●​ Providing long-term operational value and stewardship 

For additional information, including pictures, plans, statistics, tax impact and Q-A please see the bond issue 
website at uknighted4u.org 

 
Dysart Sepending 
Every once in a while I hear from stakeholders in Dysart regarding district spending regarding the school facilities in 
Dysart. The total spending on district facility upgrades in Dysart in the last five or so years is just over $2.6 million 
dollars. Some of those items include, but are not limited to:  completing the low voltage project at UMS, installing 
security lights and cameras at DG, UMS and bus barn, updating kitchen equipment and flooring, investing in a new 
playground at DG, painting multiple areas inside both school buildings, resurfacing some play and parking areas and 
addressing the significant mold issue at UMS. The district will continue to address facility needs in Dysart long into 
the future.  
 
Community Forums 
Thank you to all who attended the 2 community forums– one in Dysart and one in La Porte City. We greatly 
appreciated the attendance, communication, honesty, professionalism, respect, and willingness to listen to the facts 
associated with the district’s needs.  
 
No School Reminder 
There will be no school on the following dates for students: 
 

●​ Monday, October 20th 
●​ Monday, November 17th 
●​ Wednesday-Friday, November 26th-28th 

 
 
 
Thank you, as usual, for your support of the Union Community School District! Go Knights! 
 
 
John Howard, Superintendent 
 
 
 
 

https://www.uknighted4u.org
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